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Dear Mr. Khouri and Mr. Vidan: 

The 14 members of the Ontario Zero Waste Coalition commend this 
government for the many positive environmental policies it has enacted. However, 
we believe that improvements can and must be made to the policies concerning 
waste reduction and diversion. 

Problems with the E‐Waste collection program, a public backlash against an 
poorly‐conceived Eco Fee implementation and growing citizen anger over this 
government’s tacit approval of municipal waste incineration are threatening to 
undermine much good work the Provincial government has done in other 
environmental areas. 

The apparent abandonment of both Waste Diversion Act reform, and the 
promise of a Zero Waste future for our province, greatly concerns us. 

We are not naïve. We know that in an election year, the government is not 
suddenly going to implement new policies, however, we look forward to the day in 
the fall of this year, when a newly elected government will reinvigorate Zero Waste 
plans and implement the 12 requests listed below by our coalition.  
 
12 Recommendations 
 
Implement Zero Waste 
1. Move forward as swiftly as possible, to introduce a new Waste Diversion Act, that 
will propel us to the Zero Waste future that former Environment Minister Gerretsen 
promised. The Province’s strategy must focus on “why are we generating so much 
waste” rather than on “what do we do with it”. With that focus, action must revolve 
around ways to REDUCE, reuse, recycle, compost — in that order. 
2. Work with municipalities to standardize diversion policies across Ontario. It’s 
shocking how many municipalities around the Province are still not separating 
organics. Business likes certainty. If entrepreneurs were confident about the types 
and quantities of materials being diverted you can be sure they will create 
businesses to recycle/reuse/compost it, creating more jobs here in Ontario in the 
process.  
3. Ban organics from any kind of disposal. Organics in landfills are the source of 
methane. Given that organics comprise 40 to 60 % of all municipal waste and 
composting it creates a valuable commodity, mandate composting and ensure it’s 
returned to our depleted soil. 
4. Ban ash/thermal treatment residues being used or mixed with other materials 
and sold as a product, whereupon it falls through the cracks of legislation. Ash and 



other residues can leach toxins into the environment. Allowing them to be sold as 
“products” or used in onsite paving for example, absolves incinerator operators 
from disposal costs hiding the real cost of their operations. 
5. Implement diversion targets for municipalities, track performance and penalize 
failures. Many municipalities are jumping to incineration without even harvesting 
the low hanging fruit of waste reduction like organics collection.  
6. Find a way to include First Nations Communities in blue box, take‐it‐back and 
other producer‐sponsored diversion programs.  
 
End Support For Incineration 
7. Repeal the March 2007 exemption from the Environmental Assessment Act this 
government gave to pilot and demonstration incineration projects with a maximum 
capacity of 75 tonnes per day. 
8. Ban new municipal waste incinerators. We ask that your government reintroduce 
legislation that would ban the building of new incinerators/gasification/plasma 
arc/pyrolysis plants for municipal waste. These projects have a long history of 
operating problems, cost overruns and put‐or‐pay contracts that can bankrupt 
municipalities. As well, they generate emissions that are a danger to public health 
and greenhouse gases that add to global warming. In a world where over‐
consumption is at the heart of most of our problems it makes no sense to burn 
resources.  
9. Issue a clear statement backed up by policies, to municipalities and incineration 
companies, that incineration is not “green energy” and that this government will not 
support it. The incineration industry is engaged in “greenwashing” promoting 
incineration as green energy and garbage as a renewable resource. Municipal 
politicians are actively promoting incinerators as a “green” solution to garbage and 
incinerators as the kind of business they want to attract to new green business 
parks. 
10. End taxpayer‐funded incentives and subsidies to the incineration industry. In 
December 2008, former Ontario Energy and Infrastructure Minister George 
Smitherman added impetus to the Plasco Ottawa incinerator by directing the 
Ontario Power Authority to purchase electricity from it at a rate of 8 cents per 
kilowatt‐hour ‐ almost three times the resale rate and representing a significant 
taxpayer subsidy. Plasco received $5.9 million from Sustainable Development 
Technology Canada, $4 million non‐interest loan from the Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment, $8 million a year from city of Ottawa. If the government has money to 
invest it should be spent on recycling, reuse and composting plants that will create 
more jobs and have more benefits for people and the environment. 
 
Empower Citizens/Consumers 
11. Redesign Stewardship Ontario so there is citizen involvement and oversight. The 
problems with E‐waste collection, as outlined by the Toronto Star on May 11 2010 
and the several recent articles about the Eco Fee fiasco should highlight that you 
cannot leave foxes in charge of the henhouse. 
12. Reinstate Eco fees “on the shelf” not “at the counter”. We should be looking to 
incentivize the things we want (i.e. less toxic, better packaged products) and 



discourage those we don’t (i.e. toxic and wastefully packaged ones). Because we 
don’t consider a product’s cost to the environment, many “green” products cost 
more than less‐environment‐friendly ones. Put the “eco tax” on the shelf price so 
consumers can make wiser choices. 
 
Liz Benneian 
Founder 
Ontario Zero Waste Coalition 
President, 
Oakvillegreen Conservation Association 
3150 Culp Rd., Jordan Station, ON, L0R 1S0 
905‐562‐3819 
president@oakvillegreen.org 
www.oakvillegreen.org 
 
Diana Daghofer (Co‐Chair) 
Prevent Cancer Now 
99 Fifth Avenue, No. 138  Ottawa, ON, K1S 5P5 
613‐755‐0110 
info@preventcancernow.ca  
http://preventcancernow.ca 
 
Dave Renaud  
President, CAW Durham Regional Environment Council 
1425 Phillip Murray Ave. Oshawa, ON, L1J 8L4 
905‐404‐1279  
Dave.Renaud@rogers.com   
www.cawdrec.com 
 
Linda Gasser,  
Co‐founder ZeroWaste4ZeroBurning.ca 
111 Ferguson Street, Whitby, ON, L1N 2X7 
gasserlinda@gmail.com 
905‐665‐5789 
 
Louis Bertrand 
Co‐founder of ZeroWaste4ZeroBurning 
124 Liberty Stree North, Bowmanville, ON, 
Louis@bertrandtech.ca 
905‐259‐8925 
www.zerowasteforzeroburning.ca 
 
Kerry Meydam 
Founder 
Durham Environment Watch 
3828 Trulls Road, Courtice, ON L1E 2L3 



ksam2@rogers.com 
905‐436‐2252 
www.durhamenvironmentwatch.org 
 
Ken Woodruff 
President, 
BulingtonGreen Environmental Association 
3281 Myers Lane, 
Burlington, ON 
L7N 1K6 
905‐335‐5226 
kwoodruff@cogeco.ca 
www.burlingtongreen.org 
 
Libby Racansky 
Founder, 
Friends of the Farewell (FOF)  
3200 Hancock Road, Courtice, ON, L1E 2M1 
libby.stan@sympatico.ca 
www.fof‐clarington.com 
 
Cheryl Waldick 
Chair 
No WTE Brant 
644 Oak Park Road, Brantford Ontario N3T 5L8 
519‐756‐0214 
nowtebrant@gmail.com 
www.nowastetoenergy.ca 
 
Doug Anderson, 
President 
DurhamCLEAR Inc. 
3452 Courtice Rd., Courtice, Ontario 
doughfanderson@sympatico.ca 
http://durhamclear.ca 
 
Jim Steeves 
Chair 
Miltongreen 
288 Bousfield Crescent, Milton, Ontario. 
905‐878‐0995    
www.miltongreen.info  
Miltongreen.ontario@gmail.com 
 
Ella Haley, Acting Chair, 
Sustainable Brant 



27 Ronald Rd., 
R. R. 8 Brantford, ON, N3T 5M1 
519‐647‐0307 
ehaley1@gmail.com 
http://sustainablebrant.blogspot.com 
 
Val O’Donnell 
President 
Preservation of Agricultural Lands Society 
Box 1090 St. Catharines L2R 7AZ 
905‐468‐2841 
pals@becon.org 
http://people.becon.org/~pals 
 
Deborah Andre, 
President 
The St. George Citizens' Association, 
P.O. Box 417, St. George, ON, N0E 1N0 
519‐448‐1889 
deborah.andre@sympatico.ca 
 
Gloria Marsh 
Executive Director 
York Region Environmental Alliance 
225 Lakeland Crescent, Richmond Hill, ON, L4E 3A5 
905‐773‐4028 
gloria@yrea.org 
www.yrea.org 
 
 


